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CHARACTERISTICS

A midsummer night's dream was written when Shakespeare was composing Romeo and Juliet.

Initially written for a marriage it was subsequently represented in public.

You realizes with this work the ideal of romantic comedy of William Shakespeare, the fundamental elements of this new kind are the fortune of love and the humours of the characters. 

This comedy has a lyric tone and is in the sometime a dream and a comic representation of the irresponsible young love.

The work presents various interlacements, but that are all linked with the marriage between Teseo and Ippolita. 

They are very conflicting, sentimentally speaking, the female figure and that masculine: the women result to be faithful and men inconstant, but this is because of the sorceries of the elfish Puk.

The history is turning in the ancient Athens, in an imaginary world, and in the real world, among the woods of the Greek city. 

All the characters fairytale derive from the English popular tradition, while the real characters from the Latin author Ovidio. In the work there is also the use of masks typical of the theatre of Plauto.

CHARACTERS

· The men and women in the play of high social class: 

· Lysander, beloved of Hermia 

· Hermia, beloved of Lysander 

· Helena, in love with Demetrius 

· Demetrius, in love with Hermia but then falls in love with Helena later on. 

· Egeus, father of Hermia. 

· Theseus, Duke of Athens, good friend of Egeus 

· Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons and betrothed of Theseus 

· Nick Bottom, weaver; he plays Pyramus in the troupe's production of "Pyramus and Thisbe," and gets a donkey head put on him by Puck so that Titania will magically fall in love with a monster. 

· The supernatural characters: 

· Puck, a.k.a. Hobgoblin or Robin Goodfellow; a faun, servant to Oberon 

· Oberon, King of Fairies 

· Titania, Queen of Fairies
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HISTORY
Theseus, duke of Athens, is marrying Ippolita queen of the Amazons.
Hermia enters with her father. She must marry Demetrius, but it she refused because she is in love with Lysander. But the duke tells her that if she won’t marry him, she will be killed or put in a convent. She went out and meets her boy-friend, Lysander.
They plan to run away and to marry in the wood with the help of Helena, a friend of Hermia, in love with Demetrius. Enter five stall-holdres, that have decided to put on a comedy for the marriage of Theseus. The comedy they decided to put on is Pyramus and Thisbe. They divided the parts and get appointment in the wood  the following day to try the comedy. Oberon sees Helena race behind Demetrius, who is looking for Hermia, and he decides to help her. Puck returns with the flower and tells him to put the juice in the eyes of Titania and Demetrius.
Oberon puts the juice in the eyes of Titania. Enter Lysander and Hermia. They are very tired for the long walk and they decide to sleep there. Puck arrives and thinking that Lysander is Demetrius, put the juice on his eyes.Oberon puts the juice in the eyes of Titania.
Enter five-holdres. They must try the comedy. Bottom goes out from the scene and when he returns he has ass’s hears.
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All run  away and he remains alone. He is near Titania.
Titania wake up, she sees him and she fall in love with him. Hermia accuses Demetrius to have killed Lysander. Then she go away and she leaves him only. He fall asleep.Oberon puts the juice on his eyes. Lysander and Helena enter. Demetrius is waked up and sees Helena. He fall in love with her. Hermia returns and she thinks to a game oh Helena. You/they quarrel and Oberon put to sleep them. Oberon brake the spell. Oberon puts to sleep Titania and Bottom and he breaks the spell. Now Oberon and Titania are friends and Botton has returned normal. Theseus finds Hermia and Lysander, Helena and Demetrius. Now they are friends and there will be a triple marriage for the following day. Bottom returns to Athens and goes from his friends to begin the representation.
Afetr Puck enters and says that everything is a mid-summer night dream.
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